MUSHROOM SPORE PRINTS
Mushrooms may be great on pizza and burgers, but place a few on a piece of paper and they’re in-spore-ational!

Materials
· Fresh, whole white or Portobello mushrooms

· White paper

· Drinking glass

· Non-aerosol hair spray

Step 1:
To make spore prints, carefully remove the stems from the mushrooms.  Expose the gills by using a knife (a parent or teacher’s job) to trim back the lower edges of the caps.

Step 2:
Place the mushrooms on a sheet of paper and cover each one with an inverted glass.  Let stand overnight. The mushrooms will release spores from their caps to creat distinctive patterns.

Step 3:
Carefully lift first the glasses, then the mushrooms, to reveal the spore prints. To preserve the designs, coat with non-aerosol hair spray. 
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Spore print:
ABOUT SPORES
Spores are the “seeds” of the mushroom. When they fall to the ground, and there is the right kind of soil, the right kind of plants, the right temperature, and the right amount of rain and moisture, they will grow.  Spores grow into tiny branching structures called mycelium.  When all of the same conditions mentioned above are right, mushrooms will grow from the mycelium!

Different kinds of mushrooms have different color spores.  Spore prints help experts identify which kind of mushrooms made them. This is sometimes very important in deciding if wild mushrooms, those growing in fields and forests, are poisonous or save to consider eating. Learning about wild mushrooms can be fun. If you are interested in learning about mushrooms and in going on hikes to find and identify mushrooms, check the website of the North American Mycological Association http://www.namyco.org/clubs/index.html to find a mushroom society near you.
